
A Healthy Community promotes a 

positive physical, social and economic 

environment that supports the well-

being of its members.  

 

The Program works closely with local, 

regional and statewide organizations to 

support and promote: 

 

¶ broad participation  in identifying 

needs, mobilizing community as-

sets, planning and implementing 

solutions;  

¶ collaborative partnerships 

among public agencies, the private 

sector and community-based or-

ganizations to optimize commu-

nity resources;  

¶ programs, policies and plans to 

promote and protect health and 

foster greater equity; and  

¶ ongoing monitoring and feed-

back on programs and policies to 

ensure quality and appropriate-

ness.  
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Wildlife Viewing, Bird 

watching, Hiking and 

Biking ð 

Join us on excursions to 

visit and better understand 

our local wildlife, fauna, and 

the incredible  diversity of 

geologic areas and ecosys-

tems in our area.  

 

Activities include:  

¶ Overnight and day camp-

ing trips  

¶ Nature hikes  

¶ Rock collecting  

¶ Fishing  

¶ Museum visits  

 

 

Venues:  

¶ Death Valley  

¶ Scottyõs Castle 

¶ Yosemite National Park  

¶ Mammoth Lakes  

¶ Red Rock Canyon 

¶ Fossil Falls  

¶ Mt. Whitney Portal  

¶ Alabama Hills  

¶ Borax Museum  

¶ Manzanar Relocation 

Center  

¶ Ghost towns  

¶ Owens Valley Radio Ob-

servatory òBig Earsó 

¶ And many others.  

 



The Big Back Yard Program encourages 

local residents of all ages to participate 

in field trips and activities the draw 

upon the many natural and historical 

resources of Inyo and Mono Counties, as 

well as other areas adjacent to our com-

munities.  

The purpose is to provide enjoyable, edu-

cational, and healthful activities that let 

our local residents become familiar with 

the valuable resources of our area and to 

gain an appreciation of our local history, 

the importance of our natural environ-

ment, and the value of both to the con-

tinuing health of our communities.  

Outings to local geologic and historic 

sites are given throughout the year. 

Please join us and bring a friend or the 

family. For more information, call 760 -

876-1011 or visit our website: 

www.healthycommunitiesofsoutherninyo.org .  
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Manzanar Relocation 

Camp ð  
In 1942 the U.S. Government 

ordered over 110,000 men, women, 

and children to leave their homes 

and placed them into remote 

military -style camps. Manzanar 

was one of ten camps housing 

Japanese American citizens and 

resident Japanese aliens were 

Mono Lake Tufa ð 

 

Mono Lake is likely the oldest lake 

in the US formed at least 760,000 

years ago dating back to the Long 

Valley eruption. Mono Lake is a 

vital resting and eating stop for 

migratory shorebirds. Nearly 

2,000,000 waterbirds, including 35 

species of shorebirds, use Mono 

Lake to rest and eat for at least 

part of the year.  

Hot Creeks and 

Springs ð 

 

Inyo and Mono Counties 

are active volcanic areas 

with hot springs and 

creeks found throughout 

the area.  

Cinder cones, Lava 

tubes, Volcanoes ð 

 

Found throughout the 

Inyo and Mono Coun-

ties, there are ancient 

lava flow fields and an 

active volcano!  

Diaz Lake - 

 

Just south of Lone 

Pine, fishing clin-

ics are scheduled 

in March and dur-

ing the summer.  

Red Rock Canyon - 

 

The most significant geologic 

feature of Red Rock Canyon is 

the Keystone Thrust Fault. A 

thrust fault is a fracture in 

the earth's crust where one 

rock plate is thrust horizon-

tally over another.  

The Owens Valley 

Radio Observatory 

(OVRO) is the larg-

est university -

operated radio obser-

vatory in the world.  

The Ghost Town of 

Bodie, CA - 

 

An original ghost 

town from the late 

1800's.  


